
Anatomy of a Notice of Award 
(NOA)

April 15, 2020



3

Learning Objectives

• Purpose of Notice of Award (NOA)

• Understand content/format of standard NOAs

• Review Examples (NIH, NSF, Foundation)
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What is a Notice of Award (NOA)?
• The legally binding document that notifies the grantee (Northeastern) faculty and 

administrators that an award has been made

• Contains or references all terms and conditions of the award, and documents the 

obligation funds

• Contains information about the administration and financial management of your award, 

as well as information about applying for continuation (renewal) awards
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NIH Notice of Award (NOA)

Date NOA 

issued

NIH Awarding 

Institute

5 R01 CA 200844 -04

Type (of 

application)

Activity Code Administering 

Organization

Serial # Grant Year

FAIN #: unique identifying number assigned to all federal finance awards

Type 1 New

Type 2 Competing continuation (a.k.a. renewal, re-

competing)

Type 3 Application for additional (supplemental) support

Type 4 Competing extension for an R37 award or first 

non competing year of a Fast

Track SBIR/STTR award

Type 5 Non-competing continuation

Type 7 Change of grantee institution

Type 9 Change of NIH awarding Institute or Division (competing 

continuation)
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NIH Notice of Award (NOA)

Budget Period = Period for which funding is approved

Project Period = Anticipated total competitive segment

Title should match ePAWS record
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NIH Notice of Award (NOA)

• Amount of award for budget period

• Reference to applicable Terms & Conditions

• Acceptance of award= draw down of funds

• Publication Acknowledgement/ Coordination

• Compliance with PHS Financial Conflict of 

Interest (FCOI) regulations

• Grant contact information 
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NIH Notice of Award (NOA)

• Award Calculation

• May reflect specific line items such as supplies/ travel/ 

consortium:

• Current year funding and estimates for future years

• The amounts for future years typically change during 

a competitive period as the NIH FY policy changes

• Reference to RPPR

• Federal programs are assigned a number in the 

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) which 

is referred to as the "CFDA number." 

• Fiscal Year= NIH Fiscal Year funds
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NIH Notice of Award (NOA)

No Action Required by PI/College; NU RES Research Finance

draws funds down monthly

Standard Terms and Conditions are incorporated by reference
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NIH Notice of Award (NOA)

• Unobligated balance may or may not be carried over into 

next budget period with or without NIH approval 

• Streamlined Non-Competing Award Process (SNAP)

• Awards routinely included in SNAP are "K" awards and 

"R" awards, except R35

• Compliance with NIH Public Access Policy

Continued…
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NIH Notice of Award (NOA)

• Award issued subject to Restrictions

• Named Key Personnel 

• Clinical Trial Indicator: Y/N?

• Award subject to requirements set forth in the Solicitation
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NIH Notice of Award (NOA)

• NIH Grants Management Specialist (GMS) Contact Information

• Please work with NU RES to laisse with NIH GMS.  We are here to 

help!

• Current and Future Year (anticipated) summary
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NSF Notice of Award (NOA)

• Award is also subject to NSF Solicitation

• NSF Organization/Directorate List

• NSF Research Terms and Conditions (RTC)
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NSF Notice of Award (NOA)

Reporting via Research.gov
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NSF Notice of Award (NOA)
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Foundation Notice of Award (NOA)
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Foundation Notice of Award (NOA)
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Foundation Notice of Award (NOA)
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Award Obligation Budget

 If the awarded amount does not match the proposed amount, NU-RES 

will ask the PI/College Administrator to prepare an Award Obligation 

Budget

 This will be requested if a revised budget was not provided during 

NIH’s Just-in-Time (JIT) or during NSF’s revised budget phase, or at 

any point prior to award

 Necessary for Research Finance to create a baseline budget in the 

accounting system

 This way, NU RES will be able to determine if budget changes during 

the lifecycle require prior approval (e.g. over the agency threshold)

 Documents Proposed Levels of Commitment = Person Months (%) by 

Academic and Summer Periods, IBS and Corresponding SSOG.
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Questions?  Contact Us!

General Mailbox: NU-RES@northeastern.edu

Staff by Portfolio Assignment: 

https://research.northeastern.edu/nu-res/search-by-department-college/

Satellite Hours:

Each Thursday, NU-RES staff hosting Virtual Satellite Hours via Teams 1:30-2:30pm
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